ro QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR
ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

What is Your Expertise in Estate Planning?

Verify the attorney's experience and specialization in estate planning. Look for evidence of successful cases
and a deep understanding of relevant laws. Are they involved in any professional organizations?

How Do You Approach Personalized Estate Plans?

Here's your chance to understand the firm’s process from start to finish. Assess the attorney's commitment
to tailoring estate plans to individual needs. Ensure they take the time to understand your unique situation
and customize the plan accordingly.

Can You Provide References or Client Testimonials?

Request references or testimonials from previous clients to gauge the attorney's reputation,
communication skills, and overall client satisfaction.

How Do You Stay Informed About Changes in Estate Planning Laws?

Confirm that the attorney stays on top of the latest developments in estate planning laws and
demonstrates a commitment to ongoing education and professional development.

What Strategies Do You Use to Minimize Estate Taxes?

Seck information on the attorney's approach to minimizing estate taxes, including the use of trusts, gifting
strategies, and knowledge of current tax laws.

How Often Do You Recommend Updating Estate Plans?

Evaluate the attorney's perspective on the frequency of plan reviews. You can also inquire about fees
associated with updates and reviews. Ensure they emphasize the importance of periodic updates, especially
after major life events.

Can You Explain Complex Legal Concepts in Layman's Terms?

Assess the attorney's communication skills by asking for explanations of legal concepts in simple language.
Clear communication is crucial in understanding your estate plan, especially if legalese isn’t your first
language.

What is Your Approach to Avoiding Probate?

Start with an explanation for why the attorney thinks it’s best to avoid probate when possible. Then
understand the attorney's strategies for minimizing probate, such as the use of trusts, and gain insights into
potential costs and delays associated with the probate process.

How Will You Protect My Business Interests in My Estate Plan?

Ask about the attorney's experience in handling business interests within estate plans. Look for a
comprehensive approach that ensures the continuity of your business. If business law isn’t part of this
firm’s practice areas, ensure they are connected to someone who will help you with these matters.

What Are Your Fees and Billing Structure?

Clearly understand the attorney's fee structure, including hourly rates, flat fees, or any additional costs.
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Transparency about fees is essential for a smooth attorney-client relationship.



